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         Collection 1 

“My Favorite Chaperone” by Jean Davies Okimoto 

Read the short story “My Favorite Chaperone” by Jean Davies 

Okimoto.  Then, answer the following questions. 

 

1. What is the genre of this selection? 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

2. What is the setting of the story? 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

3- Write the names of the main and minor characters. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

4- What is the conflict of the story? 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

5- What are the author's methods of characterization? 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

6- From which point of view is this story told? 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

7- What is a simile? Write 3 examples from the story. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

8- Analyze the plot of the story using the pyramid diagram below. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Exposition:………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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Rising Action: ………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Climax:……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Falling Action: ………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Resolution:………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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9- Read the passage. Then, answer the following questions. 

      Mr. Walsh, the vice-principal, whispered something to Ms. Coe and she 

nodded. And then I was stunned because she nodded and pointed to me! 

“Maya, you’re wanted in the office,” Ms. Coe said. “You can go now with 

Mr. Walsh.” 

      My fingers tingled with fear. What was wrong? What had I done?  

Mr. Walsh only comes for people when there's trouble. 

       Like a robot, I gathered my books and followed Mr. Walsh. 

As he closed the classroom door behind us, my heart began to bang and I 

felt like I needed to go to the bathroom. In the hallway he told me Ms. 

Johnson, the school counselor, wanted to speak with me. 

     “What is wrong?” My voice came out as a whisper. I felt such terror I 

could barely speak. 

     “What's that?” Mr. Walsh couldn't hear my whisper. 

     “What is wrong?” I tried to speak more loudly. 

     “She didn’t say. She just asked me to find you since I was heading 

down the hall anyway.” 

a- Find words and phrases that reveal Maya's reaction to being called to 

the office. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

b- Extract a word that means "shocked or dazed". 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

c- What does Maya's reaction reveal about her character? 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
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d- Find a simile in this passage. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

e- Correct the grammatical mistake that is found in the following 

sentence. 

Maya and Shannon is best friends. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

f- From which point of view is this passage told? Write two pronouns to 

prove your answer. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

10- Multiple Choice 

Identify the choice that best completes the statement or answers the 

question. 

Comprehension 

Read each of the following questions. Then choose the letter of the best 

answer. 

____ 1. Which statement best describes the main conflict in the story? 

A Maya’s brother is being bullied at school. 

B Maya needs permission to go to a school dance. 

C Maya’s family is struggling to earn enough money to live. 

D Maya has to do her mother’s job when her mother is injured. 

____ 2. Maya is upset when she is called to the office because 

A she knows that her brother has been fighting. 

B she is worried about missing gymnastics. 

C she thinks it will be difficult to reach her father. 

D she thinks that she is in trouble. 
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____ 3. Why does Maya give an incorrect translation of what the principal 

says about Nurzhan’s fight? 

A She wants to keep her father from becoming angry. 

B She misunderstands what the principal says. 

C She thinks Nurzhan was right to defend himself. 

D She needs Nurzhan’s help to go to a dance. 

____ 4. One reason Maya’s parents have stricter rules than her friends’ 

parents is that her parents 

A have to work long hours at their jobs. 

B expect her to do well in school. 

C are from a country with different customs. 

D want her to set a good example for her brother. 

____ 5. Nurzhan helps to resolve the story’s conflict by 

A saying that things are different in America. 

B offering to be Maya’s chaperone. 

C standing up to a school bully. 

D signing Maya’s permission slip. 

____ 6. What does Mama do to show that she understands that growing 

up in America will be different for 

Maya? 

A She defends Maya when the family’s dinner burns. 

B She treats Nurzhan and Maya differently. 

C She insists that Nurzhan will be Maya’s chaperone. 

D She gives Maya a special bracelet to wear to the dance. 
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Vocabulary 

Choose the answer that best explains the meaning of each underlined 

word. 

____ 7. What does stun mean? 

A to shock someone 

B to create a lot of noise 

C to do well on a test 

D to receive a gift 

____ 8. Scuffle means 

A a promise 

B a rule 

C a fight 

D a chair 

____ 9. What is a whimper? 

A a joyful shout 

B a loud ringing 

C a sudden boom 

D a soft cry 

____ 10. The job of a dispatcher is to 

A drive vehicles such as taxi cabs. 

B send out vehicles according to a schedule. 

C help children contact their parents. 

D convince people to ride in a taxi. 
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11- Short Answer 

Written Response 

Answer the following questions based on your knowledge of the story. 

Which of Maya’s actions show that she is a responsible daughter? 

12- Write a summary of the story. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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13- Write the English translation of the following Russian words. 

 

 

 

 

 


