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Unit:6, Lesson3 

What Is Soil? 

Textbook (265-278) 
 

Lesson Vocabulary 

 

• soil: a mixture of water, air, tiny pieces of rock, 

and humus 

• humus:  a rich mixture of the decomposed, or broken 

down, remains of plants and animals 

• sand: tiny particles of rock that you can see with 

just your eyes 

• silt: tiny particles of rock that are difficult to see 

with only your eyes 

• clay: Particles of rock are even smaller than silt 

• nutrients: substances that plants take in from the soil 

through their roots to help them live and 

grow 
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Q1. Write T (True) or F (False). 

1- Subsoil is the most fertile soil layer.       (           ) 

2- Tiny particles of rock that you can see with just your eyes 

are called sand.                                   (           ) 

3- Silt is tiny particles of rock that are difficult to see with only 

your eyes.                                           (           ) 

4- Plants need soil for support and light.    (           ) 

5- The best kind of soil is loam.                 (           ) 

6- Topsoil is weathered by wind and water to make soil. (        ) 

 

Q2. Choose the correct answer. 

1- Soil has different layers. What is found between topsoil and 

bedrock? 

A- humus               B- plants                    C- subsoil  

             

2- Which material is a mixture of water, air, pieces of rock, 

and dead plants and animals?  

A- soil                      B- nutrients                C- humus 
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3- Which type of soil contains the smallest bits of rock? 

A- sand                       B- silt                        C- clay 

 

4- What would happen if the soil in an environment 

became more fertile? 

A- Plants would grow better. 

B- There would be more rain. 

C- Dead plants would not decompose. 

  

5- Which are tiny rock particles that you can see using just 

your eyes? 

A- sand                       B- loam                     C- silt 

 

6- Which type of soil is this family most likely using to 

grow plants? 

 

 

 

 

A- sand                       B- loam                       C- silt 
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Q3. Match the following. 

1-Loam _____ are substances that plants 

take in from the soil through their 

roots to help them live and grow. 

 

2-Clay _____ are tiny particles of rock that 

you can see with just your eyes 

 

3-Silt _____ is tiny particles of rock that 

are difficult to see with only your 

eyes. 

4-Sand _____are particles of rock are even 

smaller than silt. 

 

5-Nutrients _____ is the best kind of soil for most 

plants. 
 

Q4. Label the following soil diagram as “topsoil, 

subsoil, and bedrock”. 

 

 

 

1-……… …………………. 

2-………………………….. 

3-………………………….. 

 

 

 

 

1 

2 
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Q5. Rewrite the following words. 

 
 

 

soil humus sand 

……………………………… ……………………… ……….………………… 

……………………………… ………………………… …………….…………… 

……………………………… ………………………… ………………………… 

……………………………… ………………………… ……………………….… 

……………………………… ………………………… ……………………….… 

silt nutrients clay 

………………………………  
……………………… 

……….………………… 

………………………………  
………………………… 

…………….…………… 

………………………………  
………………………… 

………………………… 

………………………………  
………………………… 

……………………….… 

………………………………  
………………………… 

……………………….… 


