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Elements of the Story: 

Title The Aces Phone  
Genre Science Fiction is a fantasy story that is based 

on science ideas and technology. 

 
Characters Martin, Mrs. DeSalvo  
Setting In the park and on the street  
Author Jeanne DuPrau  
Illustrator  Suling Wang  

Summary: 
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Word Meanings: 

Word Meaning  

torrent flood/ rush/ downpour 

accustomed 
used to 

void empty space 

swiveled 
turned  or rotated on 

clustered gathered into a bunch/ group 

transmission communication 

doleful mournful/ sadness 

clamor 
loud noises 

urgent 
calling for immediate action 

coaxed 
persuaded/ convinced 

 

Vocabulary: 

Choose the best answer for each question. 

1. What does the word void mean in the sentence below? 

The spacecraft exited the planet's orbit and vanishedinto the black 

void. 

a. deep pit 

b. empty space 

c. forgotten area 
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2. What does the word clustered mean in the sentence below? 

The young children clustered around the baby animalsin the 

petting zoo. 

a. grew up together 

b. walked in a circle 

c. gathered into a bunch/ group 

3. What does the word doleful mean in the sentence below? 

Susan gave her departing friend a doleful look. 

a. mournful/ sadness 

b. cheerful  

c. threatening 

4. What does the word clamor mean in the sentence below? 

Noah tried to read despite the clamor of the children and barking 
dogs on the playground. 

a. fighting 

b. loud noises 

c. playful sounds 

 

5. What does the word coaxed mean in the sentence below? 

After getting the large dog out of the house, Reed coaxedthe 

frightened puppy out from underneath the table. 

a. chased 

b. ordered 

c. persuaded/ convinced 

6. What does the word deactivate mean in the sentence below? 

The workers had to deactivate the security system before they 

could repair it. 

a. make not active  

b. make more active 

c. make completely active 
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7. What does the word transport mean in the sentence below? 

The moving van will transport all of the Smiths' belongings to their 

new home in Colorado. 

a. throw away 

b. accompany someone 

c. move from one place to another 

8. What does the word accustomed mean in the sentence below? 

City pigeons are accustomed to sharing their home with humans. 

a. used to 

b. to turn on 

c. to persuade 

9. What does the word urgent mean in the sentence below? 

The ambulance answers an urgent call. 

a. expressing grief 

b. calling for immediate action 

c. gathered in groups 

10. What does the word swivel mean in the sentence below? 

The revolving door has swiveled to let people in and out of the 

building. 

a. to persuade 

b. used to 

c. to turn or rotate on 
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Comprehension: 

Answer the following questions. Base your answers on the article 

“The ACES Phone.” 

11. The reader can infer that the passage takes place 

a. in a city in the present. 

b. in a different country in the past. 

c. in an animal shelter in the present. 

12. What is the first important event in the passage? 

a. Martin practices his skating. 

b. Martin finds a phone and dials 5. 

c.  Martin meets Mrs. DeSalvio in the park. 

13. At the beginning of the passage Martin is confused because he 

a. cannot find Mrs. DeSalvio to return her phone to her. 

b. wonders why Mrs. DeSalvio no longer wants her job. 

c. does not understand what happens when he uses the phone. 

14. When Mrs. DeSalvio is showing Martin how to find the dogs, Martin's 
main problem is that he 

a. does not want the responsibility of helping dogs. 

b. is worried that his parents will forbid him to take the job. 

c. is not sure he can handle the sad feelings the phone carries. 

15. The reader can tell that Martin is 

a. frightened and confused. 

b. cowardly but sincere.  

c. determined and responsible. 

16. How is the problem in the passage resolved? 

a. Martin and Mrs. DeSalvio become close friends. 

b. Martin accepts the ACES job and Mrs. DeSalvio retires. 

c. Martin is seen practicing his skating all around the neighborhood. 
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17.Read this sentence from the passage 

      The stone in his chest felt like a load of bricks now, attached by 

a chain to his heart. 

What is the tone of this description? 

a. determination 

b. slight curiosity 

c. growing distress 

18. At the end of the passage Martin is 

a. happy to have a larger apartment and a dog. 

b. content to have a job as a delivery boy. 

c. unhappy and feels there is a void in his life. 

19. Read this excerpt from the passage. 

The phone rang only once. Then there was a click and a brief 

silence. And then came a sound unlike anything he'd heard before. 

What feeling does this excerpt convey to the reader? 

a. sadness 

b. suspense 

c. unfairness 

 

 

 

 


